Owen

bar if his interest in Alabama history had not
been so absorbing. He had a passion for the
preservation of historical materials and collected
them assiduously. He spent much of his time
writing and speaking- on the history of Alabama
to groups in all parts of the state. Much con-
cerned over the destruction of historical mate-
rials which he saw going on, he determined to
devise some plan for their preservation. The re-
sult of his efforts was an act of the Alabama
legislature passed Feb. 27, 1901, establishing a
Department of Archives and History, which was
charged with the responsibility of preserving
materials relating1 to the history of the state.
This was the first state department of archives
to be established in the United States and it fur-
nished the pattern for such departments founded
later by other states and finally by the federal
government. Owen was elected, Mar. 2, 1901,
its first director, and he was reelected every six
years until his death. A good organizer and
executive, he was able, despite a small budget,
to collect an amount of material that has made
the Alabama Department of Archives and His-
tory invaluable to historical scholars. He felt
that his position as director obligated him to
foster interest in history in the South. Accord-
ingly, he took an active part in all the organiza-
tions which were connected with that field. He
was one of the founders of the Southern His-
tory Association in April 1896; founder in 1907
and president until his death of the Alabama
Anthropological Society; secretary of the Ala-
bama Historical Society from its reorganization
in 1898 until its activities were taken over by
the Department of Archives and History in
1904; founder in 1904 and lifelong president of
the Alabama Library Association; and presi-
dent of the Mississippi Valley Historical Society
(1907-08).

Owen edited a vast amount of historical ma-
terial. His editorial work includes the Trans-
actions of the Alabama Historical Society (1898-
1904), the Official and Statistical Register of
Alabama (1903-19), and Pickett's History of
Alabama, which he supplemented under the sub-
title Annals of Alabama, 1819-1900. He also
compiled "Bibliography of Alabama," published
in the Annual Report of the American Historical
Association for the Year 1807 (1898), an ex-
haustive and scholarly work. He was the author
of the History of Alabama and Dictionary of
Alabama Biography (1921) and of numerous
genealogies and articles on historical subjects.
On Apr. 12, 1893, he married Susan Bank-
head, daughter of Senator John H. Bankhead
[g.v.] of Alabama. He died of a heart ailment
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at his home in Montgomery, survived by his
wife and one of his two sons, Thomas Mc-
Adory, Jr.
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OWRE, ALFRED (Dec. 16. iSro-Jan. 2,
J935 >i promoter of dental education, was born in
Hammerfest, Norway, the eldest son and second
of the seven children of Lars and Laura Cecelie
(Owre) Owre, naturalized citizens of the United
States. His parents had recently gone back to
Xorway, where they remained fourteen years.
In 1884 the family returned to the United States.
Alfred attended schools in Xorway and in Min-
neapolis, Minn., and worked his way through
the University of Minnesota. In 1894 he re-
ceived the degree of D.D.S. from that insti-
tution and in 1895, the degrees of M.D. and
CM. from the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, conferred at Hamline University. He
chose to become a dentist and a teacher of den-
tistry, rather than a physician or surgeon, be-
cause he regarded dentistry as *'the neglected
stepchild" of medicine and surgery. In 1902,
after serving successively as assistant, demon-
strator, and instructor, Owre became full pro-
fessor at the College of Dentistry, University of
Minnesota, and in 1905, at the age of thirty-
four, he was appointed dean of the college. On
Sept. I, 1915, he married Franc Charlotte Hock-
enberger; they had two children, Alice Cecelie
and Alfred.

In 1921 Owre was one of those appointed to
conduct the Carnegie Foundation survey of den-
tal education, which revealed many abuses and
inadequacies in existing systems and resulted in
the recommendation of two preparatory years
and three years of dental training and the sub-
sequent adoption of this plan, or similar plans,
by many of the dental schools of the United States
(see W. J. Gies, Dental Education in the United
States and Canada. A Report to the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
1926). In 1927 Owre became a member of the
Committee on the Costs of Medical Care, and
during the next five years he spent much time
and effort in trying to devise plans for the ex-
tension and improvement of medical services.
Early in 1927 he accepted the deanship of tihe
School of Dentistry (now the School of Dental
and Oral Surgery) of Columbia University,
York, becattse he thought he woald have
opportunity there to place dentistry oa flc sa
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